[Activity of natural cytotoxic cells in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma].
Cytotoxic activity of NK cells in the peripheral blood has been determined in 30 patients with malignant non-Hodgkin lymphomas prior to and following therapy. In the whole group as well as in subgroups classified according to the criteria of Working Formulation as lymphomas of the low, moderate and high degree of malignancy, activity of NK cells has been statistically significantly lower than that in healthy individuals. Marked increase in this activity has been noted in 19 patients in the state of clinical remission after the treatment with cytotoxic agents, and sometimes radiotherapy. The value of mean cytotoxic activity reached normal limits in the lymphoma of high degree of malignancy, and exceeded these limits in the lymphomas of moderate and low malignancy.